
 

 

 
First Hill Improvement Association 

1425 Broadway Ave. #281  
Seattle, WA 98122 

 
April 6, 2018  
 
RE: First Hill Station Analysis for Sound Transit Expansion  
 
Councilmembers McDermott and O’Brien,  
 
First Hill is a dense urban neighborhood with a rich mixture of residential, commercial, and 
institutional uses. The First Hill Improvement Association (FHIA) advocates on behalf of a 
vibrant public realm that emphasizes walkability, connectivity, and good urban design.  
 
FHIA requests Sound Transit perform a comprehensive and good-faith analysis of a First Hill 
location for the Midtown Station associated with the West Seattle and Ballard Extensions.  
 
First Hill is a rapidly growing residential population, dense employment center, with a robust 
ecosystem of arts, culture and heritage organizations and business of all sizes. A full 
understanding of the trade offs and potential benefits of a station in First Hill is warranted for 
the following reasons: 
 

● Resident population growth projections. First Hill is one of the densest residential 
neighborhoods in the region, and growing at an incredible rate. There are 22 residential 
developments planned or underway in our community, which will add over 4,700 new 
units, and approximately 7,100 new residents, constituting a 70% population increase 
within the next five years. 

● Regional employment center. With tens of thousands of employees, including 
healthcare workers at our three major medical institutions, First Hill is a regional 
employment center. The medical institutions provide 24/7 services and need reliable 
service, at all times of day and night, and regardless of inclement weather.  Many of 
these employees live outside of First Hill, and need an accessible and dependable transit 
option to reach their jobs. 

● Access to critical healthcare services. The major medical institutions provide healthcare 
for the Puget Sound region. Tens of thousands of patients and caregivers visit First Hill 
every day for life-saving treatments and routine appointments. These individuals come 
from far and wide and require convenient and reliable mobility options. 

● Connections to culture. First Hill is home to a multiplicity of well-established and 
emerging arts, culture, and heritage institutions, religious organizations, and schools 
which have a consistent and broad-base of visitors from around the city and region. 

● Equitable access and a high-needs population. First Hill has a higher than average 
elderly and disabled population, and the lowest rate of car ownership anywhere in 
Seattle. Our population is highly transit-dependent and deserves to equitably share in 
the investments Sound Transit is making to connect people to opportunity and 
community.  

 



 

 

First Hill was identified as a worthy light rail station location for the U-Link alignment, but 
service was not delivered due to technical challenges. We believe it is important to review the 
possibility again to discover if these once-in-a-generation investments are feasible to serve our 
regional growth center with a highly transit-dependent population.  
 
We will continue to engage with this process and SDOT. We are eager to see a meaningful 
analysis performed to understand the possibilities before us as we expand access and 
opportunity throughout the region. We are asking for your support and advocacy.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Alex Hudson, Executive Director 
First Hill Improvement Association  
 
 
 
 

 
The Rev. Jeffrey Gill, Rector 
Trinity Parish Episcopal Church 
 

 
Larry Brouse, Administrator 
St. James Cathedral 
 

 
The Rev. Dr. Heidi Husted Armstrong, 
Pastor  
First Presbyterian Church of Seattle 
 
 
 
 

 
Sara Mcvey, Board President 
First Hill Improvement Association  
and CEO, Horizon House  
 
 

 
 
Gary S. Kaplan, MD, Chairman & CEO 
Virginia Mason Medical Center 
 

 
Kevin McNamara, Executive Director 
Skyline 
 

 
Joseph Coury, President 
LUMA HOA 
   



 

 

 

 
 
Riisa Conklin, Executive Director 
Freeway Park Association 

 
Vadim Paretsky, President 
Gainsborough HOA 
 
 
Ryan Lee, Owner 
Coffee Tree and Coffee Tree & Poke 
 

 
Susan Boyd, Executive Director 
Bellwether Housing 
 

 
Chris Lyon, President 
Decatur HOA 

 
Michael J. Malone,  Chairman and Owner 
Hunters Capital 
 

 
Alice Paine, President 
Kelleher House HOA 


